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are contacting us, and pulling us aside at meetings, to express misgivings 
about certain aspects of what's transpiring in real estate in this region. I 
heard an earful about subprime mortgages three and four years ago. I'm 
hearing rumblings about unrecognized risks in brownfield development and 
the due diligence process today. 
 
One of our goals is to assess the anecdotal stories we hear, consider 
research studies if appropriate, bring them to our four Policy Advisory 
Board committees for vetting, and raise them to a level of public discussion 
if we think additional exposure of the issues will advance the well-being of 
this region and its economy. I love being able to work with my colleagues, 
committee members and other volunteers to educate our students and add 
value to the community at large. It's what we do best. 
 
 
Dr. Mark J. Riedy 
Executive Director  
 

 

 
Students in the MSRE program got an inside look at the design build 
project delivery method during the second roundtable of the spring 
semester, held March 20 and 23. The roundtable series was created to 
provide flexibility in the MSRE curriculum by featuring either timely real 
estate issues or trends or aspects of the industry that do not merit a full 
semester's course. Students participate in one roundtable in the fall and 
two in the spring and receive one credit unit for each.  
 

 
This spring's second roundtable provided students direct interaction with 
the general contracting and construction management side of the real 
estate industry — with a particular focus on the design build approach 
adopted by Highland Partnership Inc. among others. The design build 
model employs a more integrated approach, by including the architect as 
part of the team with the general contractor serving as the team leader. 
The model can yield faster results since the design phase and construction 
phase overlap.  
 
During the two-day seminar, Ian Gill, CEO of Highland, provided an 

Construction Management Roundtable Features 
"Design Build" Approach 
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